
SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 

5 FEBRUARY 2020 

  
 

AGENDA ITEM C5 

 
PROPOSED NAMING OF NEW ROAD, 741 KAHUTARA ROAD, IN 
FEATHERSTON 
  

Purpose of Report 

To seek Council’s approval of the name “Charles Robert Drive” for a proposed road/right of way 
to access a subdivision by Bidwill Moran Dobson Neill & Andrews.  

Recommendations 

Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receive the Proposed Naming of the road at 741 Kahutara Road, in Featherston  

2. Approve the name “Charles Robert Drive”. 

1. Background 

Bidwill Moran Dobson Neill & Andrews seeks to name a Road/Right of Way as part of a rural 
subdivision (RC 190094) at 741 Kahutara Road, in Featherston (see appended plan in the 
request at Appendix 1).  

Council has authority to accept or reject suggested names of roads/rights of way in the South 
Wairarapa pursuant to Section 319(1)(j) of the Local Government Act 1974. 

The Martinborough Community Board resolved to support the name “Charles Robert Drive” at 
the MCB 5th December 2019 Meeting.  

Subdivision location: 
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2. Discussion 

2.1 Legal situation 

Under Council’s guidelines (Clause 4.2) for road naming, owners are requested to suggest at 
least three possible road names. 

The names are to be listed in order of preference with a brief statement of their significance. 

The applicant has requested that the following names are considered; 

1. Charles Robert Drive 

2. Charles Robert Lane  

3. Carne’s Way 

2.2 Assessment of Councils Policy  

The applicants request has been assessed against the Council’s criteria for Naming of Public 
Roads, Private Roads and Rights-of-Way (the Policy), including the following; 

4.3.1 There must not be another road with the same name in the South Wairarapa District 
emergency services area; this includes the same road names with a different suffix.  However, 
existing roads with the dame names as of the date of adoption of this Policy are allowed. 

There are no existing roads or right of ways which include “Charles Robert Drive”, “Charles 
Robert Lane” or Carne Way within the Wairarapa. 

4.3.2 Identical names with different spellings will not be accepted (e.g. Beach, Beech). 

No issue identified. 
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4.3.3 The name should have significant local content or meaning. 

The application has set out why the preferred names have been selected.  

The proposed names have specific local content and meaning.   

The three proposed names represent the name of the farmer Charles Robert Bidwill 
who introduced sheep farming into the district in 1844. The descendants of Charles 
Robert Bidwill have been farming in the region since then. Charles Robert Bidwill was 
Carne Bidwill’s grandfather and Sandy Bidwill’s great grandfather.  

4.3.4 Names are to be selected in proportion to the length of the road.  Long names on short 
cul-de-sac’s can be difficult to display on the map 

None of the proposed names are particularly long and can be clearly displayed on a map. 

4.3.5 The end name for the roadway should be one that most accurately reflects the type of 
roadway that it is. 

All proposed names are considered consistent with the policy. 

4.3.6 All private roads and rights-of-ways serving more than four lots are to have the suffix 
“Lane” or “Way”. 

All proposed names are considered consistent with the policy. 

4.3.7 Where the road is continuation of an existing named road, or will in the future link to 
an existing named road, then the current road name will automatically apply. 

Not applicable. 

3. Conclusion 

It is recommended that the Council approve the applicants preferred name “Charles Robert 
Drive”. This name is consistent with the guideline criteria in the road naming policy. 

4. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Road name application 

Appendix 2 - Subdivision scheme plan 

Appendix 3 – Historic abstract.  

Prepared by/Contact Officer: Godwell Mahowa, Planning Manager
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Appendix 1 - Road name application 
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Appendix 2 - Scheme Plan  
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Appendix 3 - Historic abstract 
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Appendix 3 

Historical Details 
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